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POLLUTION OF SORTS 
THE EDITORS 
"Poetry," says W. H. Auden, "makes nothing happen: it sur-
vives/In the valley of its saying where executives/Would never want to 
tamper." This looks like another complaint of the muses; modernist 
imagery freshens an ancient truism about the general neglect of art. But 
the truism is obviously false. Oscar Wilde was closer to the truth when he 
observed that in America the canons of art are enforced at the point of 
a pistol. He inferred as much from a sign in a hanky-tonk: "Don't shoot 
the pianist, he's doing his damnedest." 
Wherever we turn, we see art and pistols in intimate conjunc-
tion. From West Virginia, where the mountaineers riot to protest the 
poetry of E. E. Cummings in their new textbooks, to the higher reaches 
of advertising, where the latest artistic innovations sell toothpaste, from 
the case of Alexander Solzhenitsyn to the case of Georgina Spelvin, from 
Jewish objections to THE MERCHANT OF VENICE to Femlib ana-
themas against the ODYSSEY-ev&rywhere, it is clear, the pistoleers, 
the executive types who make things happen, are passionately interes-
ted in art. 
For art is energy, albeit energy dissipated gloriously, as a cata-
ract, a great waterfall whose sublimity the executives call waste. To the 
poet Wordsworth, it is a "stationary blast" filling man's soul with "the 
types and symbols of Eternity/Of first, and last and midst, and without 
end." This the corps of engineers will reduce to kilowatt hours, with all 
the pollution that follows upon single-minded concentration (to use 
Preston Hammer's phrase) on "certain forms of knowledge-at the same 
time making other kinds inaccessible." 
Pollution of sorts is what this issue of THE GVSC REVIEW is about. 
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